
Small Arms Survey 2006: Chapter 3 Summary

An Uphill Battle
UNDERSTANDING SMALL ARMS TRANSFERS

This chapter provides an annual update of the authorized trade in small arms and light weapons. It examines trends in the trade, 

and provides information on major exporters and importers, their trading partners, and the types of weapons they trade.

The lack of transparency on the part of many important suppliers and recipients in this global trade makes this effort an uphill 

battle. In fact, although the issue of small arms and light weapons has been on the international agenda for more than a decade, 

few—if any—states provide full information on their small arms and light weapons exports and imports. The chapter contains the 

updated and revised Small Arms Trade Transparency Barometer, introduced in Small Arms Survey 2004.

Following up on the analysis of the illicit trade in Europe in the Small Arms Survey 2005, this chapter provides more systematic 

information on the illicit trade in South America. The analysis is based on two sources of internationally comparable data partially 

available for the illicit trade, namely customs and police seizure data.

The main findings of the chapter include the following:

Small arms exports and imports

• According to available data and estimates, the top exporters of small arms and light weapons by value (exporting at least USD 

100 million of small arms and light weapons, including parts and ammunition, annually) in 2003—the latest year for which data 

is available—were the Russian Federation, the United States, Italy, Germany, Brazil, and China. Compared to 2002 and 2001, 

the only change is that Belgium was no longer among the top exporters in 2003.

• The top importers (importing a value of at least USD 100 million) for 2003, according to customs data, were the United States, 

Cyprus, and Germany. Top importers tend to vary more than top exporters, but the United States and Cyprus were both on the 

list for 2001, 2002, and 2003.

• As in previous years, small arms ammunition transfers make up a large part of small arms and light weapons transfers as a 

whole.

With plans to purchase large numbers of guns from the Russian Federation, Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez speaks to Russian President Vladimir Putin during a meeting in 

Moscow in November 2004. © Sergei Karpukhin/Reuters



Small arms trade transparency

• This chapter features the updated and slightly revised Small Arms Trade Transparency Barometer, a tool for comparing states 

based on transparency. The new maximum score is 25, which includes four new or extended parameters: (a) the timeliness of 

reporting; (b) whether detailed weapon descriptions are provided (i.e. if there is a differentiation among subcategories of small 

arms and light weapons such as pistols/revolvers, sniper rifles, shotguns, machine guns, etc.); (c) whether information on small 

arms and light weapons ammunition is included; and (d) whether reporting covers both civilian and military small arms (maximum 

2 points instead of the previous single point).

• The 2006 Barometer indicates that among the major exporters of small arms and light weapons, the most transparent are the 

United States and Germany. The least transparent are Bulgaria, Iran, Israel, and North Korea, all scoring zero.

• States seem particularly unwilling to provide any data on the intended end-users of small arms, government-sourced transactions 

(which often concern older weapons from state stockpiles), licence denials, and, albeit to a lesser extent, licence approvals. 

Time liness of reporting also remains a serious problem in many cases.

International illicit small arms transfers: South America

• Customs data in South America has strong limitations in terms of systematization, organization, and comparability. Police data 

indicates that in this region diversion from military stockpiles from neighbouring countries is as serious a problem as international 

arms trafficking.

• The harmonization of domestic small arms control laws is crucial, as criminals use legal loopholes in neighbouring countries to 

purchase and smuggle small arms across national borders. This is particularly important in the case of small-calibre handguns. 

E = Export report with year of reporting. C = Customs data.

Scoring system

(a) Timeliness (2 points total, score based on national arms export reports data only): A report has been published within the last 24 months (up to 31 January 2006) (0.5 

points); information is available in a timely fashion (1 point if within 6 months of the end of the year in question, 0.5 if within a year).

(b) Access (2 points total): Information is: available on Internet through UN Comtrade (1 point); available in a UN language (0.5 points); free of charge (0.5 points).

(c)  Clarity (5 points total): The reporting includes source information (1 point); small arms and light weapons distinguishable from other types of weapons (1 point); small arms 

and light weapons ammunition distinguishable from other types of ammunition (1 point); detailed weapons description included (1 point); reporting includes information on 

types of end-users (military, police, other security forces, civilians, civilian retailers) (1 point).

(d) Comprehensiveness (6 points total): The reporting covers: government-sourced as well as industry-sourced transactions (1 point); civilian and military small arms and light 

weapons (2 points); information on small arms and light weapons parts (1 point); information on small arms and light weapons ammunition (1 point); summaries of export laws 

and regulations, and international commitments (1 point).

(e) Information on deliveries (4 points total): Data disaggregated by weapons type (value of weapons shipped [1 point], quantity of weapons shipped [1 point]), and by country 

and weapons type (value of weapons shipped [1 point], quantity of weapons shipped [1 point]). 

(f) Information on licences granted (4 points total): Data disaggregated by weapons type (value of weapons licensed [1 point], quantity of weapons licensed [1 point]), and by 

country and weapons type (value of weapons licensed [1 point], quantity of weapons licensed [1 point]).

(g) Information on licences refused (2 points total): Data disaggregated by weapons type (value of licence refused [0.5 points], quantity of weapons under refused licence 

[0.5 points]), and by country and weapons type (value of licence refused [0.5 points], quantity of weapons under refused licence [0.5 points]).

Note 1: The Barometer is based on each country’s most recent arms exports that were publicly available as of March 2006 and/or on 2003 customs data from UN Comtrade.

Note 2:  Under (d), (e), and (f), no points are granted for number of shipments or number of licences granted or denied, as such figures give little information about the 

magnitude of the trade. The data is disaggregated by weapons type if the share of small arms and light weapons in the country’s total arms trade is delineated (x per cent of 

the total value of the arms exports consisted of small arms and light weapons; x number of small arms and light weapons were exported in total). The data is disaggregated 

both by country and by weapons type if there is information on the types of weapons that are transferred to individual recipient states (x numbers/x USD worth of small arms 

was delivered to country y).

Note 3: Under (d), (e), and (f), ‘weapons type’ means broader weapons categories (that is, ‘small arms’ as opposed to ‘armoured vehicles’ or ‘air-to-air missiles’), not specific 

weapons descriptions (‘assault rifles’ as opposed to ‘hunting rifles’).

Note 4: The fact that the Barometer is based on two sources—customs data (as reported to UN Comtrade) and national arms export reports—works to the advantage of states 

that publish data in both forms, since what they do not provide in one form of reporting they might provide in the other. Points achieved from each source of the two sources 

are added up. However, points are obviously not counted twice (e.g. if a country provides both customs data and export reports in a UN language, it gets 1 point for this 

under access, not more).

Note 5:  The scores of the 2005 and 2006 Barometers are not comparable, due to changes in the scoring system between the two years.

1 Australia and Canada receive full score on deliveries, as they are among the few countries that provide information to UN Comtrade on numbers of small arms transferred 

in most categories (Australia: except parts/accessories of revolvers/pistols, shotgun barrels, and parts/accessories of sporting/hunting weapons; Canada: except parts/

accessories of revolvers/pistols, shotgun barrels, parts/accessories of sporting/hunting weapons, and ammunition).

2 Belgium has not published any national arms export report since 2002 because export control was regionalized in September 2003 (for details, see Wallonia, 2004, pp. 3—12). 

This means that each Belgian region in principle reports separately on its arms exports, but so far practice in this respect has been sketchy at best (for further details, see 

Box 3.3). The score is therefore based on customs data submissions only.

3 China, Pakistan, and Singapore all receive full score on deliveries, as they are among the few countries that provide information to UN Comtrade on numbers of small arms 

transferred. This makes their total scores larger than would otherwise be warranted.

4 France receives full score on deliveries, although it should be stressed that deliveries of quantities (as opposed to values) are provided for a four-year period, rather 

than yearly (France, 2005, p. 67). France gives details of orders [‘prises de commande’], which are defined as ‘contracts signed and entered into force through a first down-

payment during the year under consideration’ (France, 2005, p. 54, authors’ translation). Orders are not equivalent to licences, and therefore no points are given in the 

columns pertaining to licences granted and denied.

5 Germany provides more detailed information on licences granted and denied for main trading partners and so-called ‘third countries’, i .e. countries outside the circle of 

the EU, the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), and NATO-equivalent countries (Australia, Japan, New Zealand, and Switzerland). It has been awarded full points on 

the relevant criteria nevertheless.



Table 3.3 Small Arms Trade Transparency Barometer 2006, covering major exporters

Country and 

source(s) available

Total 

points

(25 

points 

max.)

Timeliness 

(2 points 

max.)

Access 

(2 

points 

max.)

Clarity

(5 

points 

max.)

Comprehen-

siveness

(6 points 

max.)

Information 

on deliveries

(4 points 

max.)

Information 

on licences 

granted

(4 points 

max.)

Information 

on licences 

refused 

(2 points 

max.)

Australia1 E (01–02) C 14.5 0.5 2 2.5 5.5 4 0 0

Austria C 9.5 0 1.5 2.5 3.5 2 0 0

Belgium2 C 9 0 1.5 2.5 3 2 0 0

Brazil C 10 0 1.5 2.5 4 2 0 0

Bulgaria 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Canada1 E (02) C 16.5 0.5 2 4 6 4 0 0

China3 C 10.5 0 1.5 2.5 2.5 4 0 0

Czech Republic 

E (04) C

16 1 2 3 5 3 2 0

Croatia C 10 0 1.5 2.5 4 2 0 0

Finland E (03) C 16 1 2 3 6 2 2 0

France4 E (04) C 16.5 1 2 3.5 6 4 0 0

Germany5 E (04) C 19 1 2 3.5 6 2 4 0.5

Iran 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Israel 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Italy E (04) C 17 2 2 3 5 3 2 0

Japan C 11 0 1.5 2.5 5 2 0 0

Mexico C 9 0 1.5 2.5 3 2 0 0

North Korea 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Norway E (04) C 15 2 2 3 6 2 0 0

Pakistan3 C 11 0 1.5 2.5 3 4 0 0

Portugal E (03) C 11 0.5 2 2.5 4 2 0 0

Romania E (02) 4.5 0.5 0.5 1.5 1 1 0 0

Russian Federation C 7.5 0 1.5 2.5 1.5 2 0 0

Singapore3 C 9.5 0 1.5 2.5 1.5 4 0 0

South Africa 

E (00–02)

1.5 0.5 1 0 0 0 0 0

South Korea C 10 0 1.5 2.5 4 2 0 0

Spain6 E (04) C 16 1 2 3.5 6 2.5 1 0

Sweden E (04) C 15 2 2 3 6 2 0 0

Switzerland E (04) C 14 1.5 2 3 5 2 0 0.5

Turkey C 10.5 0 1.5 2.5 4.5 2 0 0

UK7 E (04) C 15 2 2 3 6 2 0 0

US8 E (04) C 20.5 2 2 3.5 5 4 4 0

6 Spain makes public its report on small arms and light weapons exports to the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) as an annex to its arms export 

report. The report contains information both on licences granted (volumes by country and weapons type) and on actual deliveries (also volumes by country and weapons type). 

It covers only the OSCE states, and hence a very limited number of transactions. Spain is hence granted only part of the points on licences and deliveries. Other states make 

their OSCE reports public, but separately from the arms export reports. These are therefore not taken into account in the Barometer.

7 The score takes into account the UK practice of reporting on export licences on a quarterly basis.

8 The United States receives full score on deliveries, as it is among the few countries that provide information to UN Comtrade on numbers of small arms transferred in all 

categories except parts/accessories of revolvers/pistols, parts/accessories of sporting/hunting weapons, and sometimes small arms ammunition.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


