Quick facts on unplanned explosions at munitions sites (UEMS)* e o et

up to 1 March.

UEMS: A global problem UEMS incidents, 1979—-2019 (March)

At least 610 UEMS incidents have taken place over the 40-year period 1979—2019 (1 March). Due to availability of information,

U EM S the database likely captures a higher number of UEMS incidents in the past three decades, than in the period 1979-1989.
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AN TA RCTI CA UEMS incidents by casualties @ 1st 27/01/2002 Lagos, Nigeria 6,500

0000000000000 UEMS incidents with largest numbers of casualties. @® 2nd 04/03/2012 Brazzaville, Congo 3,777
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22/04/2004 Ryongchon, North Korea 1,460
07/07/2011 Abadan, Turkmenistan 1,428
10/04/1988 Rawalpindi, Pakistan

04/06/1988 Arzamas, NIZ, Russian Federation 1,091
21/12/1987 Alexandria, Egypt

29/04/2009 Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 726
22/03/2007 Malhazine, Mozambique 622
20/11/2002 Riobamba, Ecuador

of of UEMS during the period 1979—2019 occurred UEMS incidents in non-state
UEMS during ‘ in stockpiles held by storage facilities
the period . . 18.2% of UEMS Over the period examined
19792019 ‘ 22, 8.9% of UEMS durlngthe pengd during the period F1979—2019), most.UEMS
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UEMS: Main causes

Improper physical security and stockpile management (PSSM) practices increase the probability of UEMS occurring.
During the period examined (1979-2019), the main causes behind UEMS incidents were:

[
25 3% Cause currently undetermined @ J L Lack of surveillance leading
° or unrecorded to ammunition deterioration

o/ Handling errors and 7.? .
20.8% inappropriate working practices ? R Poor security
| Failure to take into account external
environmental influences and events
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